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25- Front Royal United
Methodist Church (1 W. Main
Street) On the corner of Main
Street and Royal Avenue, this
church was completed in 1909
and replaced the former building
located on Main Street.  The
northern addition was completed
in 1996.

Third Diversion: Prospect Hill
Cemetery  Time: 20 minutes

Difficulty: UPHILL (See Battle of Front Royal information located at
the rear of this brochure)

26- Afton Inn (Corner of Main
Street and Royal Avenue) Built in
1868, and originally known as the
Mont Vue Hotel, the Afton Inn
was an elegant Front Royal
watering hole. Many of its patrons
came to Front Royal to escape the
hot, sultry summer days in
Washington.

At the corner of Main Street and Royal Avenue turn left (East) on
Main Street.

Main Street Known as Market Street when the Town was chartered
in 1788, Main is the second oldest street in Front Royal (Chester is the
oldest).  Since the completion of the Downtown Revitalization Project
in the 1980's, the Town Government and the Chamber of Commerce
continue the effort to protect and enhance the historical character of
Front Royal's governmental and commercial center.

27- Warren County Court-
house (Corner of Main Street
and Royal Avenue) The
Courthouse was built in 1936 as
a WPA project.  It is the second
courthouse on this site- the first
was constructed in 1836, the
year Warren County was
formed. The stone additions in
the rear, completed only in
2000, are remarkably harmo-

nious with the rest of the building.   On the lawn to the right is the
Confederate Monument, built to honor Warren County's Confederate
soldiers.  To the left are monuments honoring soldiers who fought in
World Wars I and II, Korea, and Vietnam. 13
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28- The Noel Building (105 E.
Main Street) The lot for this unique
turn of the century solid masonry
structure was sold by the Methodist
Church in late 1890 and first shows
up in the records as a law office in
1905 – complete with pot belly
stove. The intricate exterior reflects
building styles of that period. The
open space interior, completely
renovated in 2005, features vaulted
ceilings, a bank vault with iron door and sleek art deco styling. This
building has served as law offices, a bank, restaurant, gift shop, tattoo
and beauty parlor as well as the Warren & Rappahannock Trust
Company.

29- Murphy Theater (131 E. Main
Street) The Front Royal United
Methodist Church was housed in this
building until 1909, when the new
church, on the corner of Main and
Royal, was completed (see no. 25).
The Murphy Theater has since
served as a silent movie house, a
candy store, a fruit stand, Colonel
Murphy's Vaudeville Theatre, the
Front Royal Post Office, a clothing
store and, since 1992, a computer
center.

30- Trout Building (201 E. Main
Street, Corner of Church and Main
Streets) This Queen Anne style
building was constructed in 1900
by Isaac Trout.  Turner and
Trout Pharmacy opened for
business here in 1912 and
operated for 82 years.  The tall
second story windows were
installed to accommodate a
photographer's studio.
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31- Amiss Building (Corner of
Cloud and Main Streets)  Hubert
Amiss' hardware store supplied
the many small farmers
surrounding Front Royal with a
whole range of products-- from
cattle and poultry feed to farming
implements and everyday tools
and paints.  At the turn of the
century, the Front Royal Post
Office operated in part of this

building along with a drug store and Ramsey's Hardware. The latter
survives today.  Cloud Street was once the driveway to the Amiss
Stables, located to the rear of the building. 

32- Bank of Warren (222 E.
Main Street) Across the street
from the Amiss Building is a
small structure which was the
location of the Bank of Warren,
established in 1872 by Isaac
Newton King.  This was the
second bank to be established in
Warren County.  The first, the
Bank of Manassas, did not
survive the Civil War.

33- First Citizens National
Bank (305 E. Main Street)
Constructed in 1914, this
classical Greek style building
was designed by architect John
Sloan for the Bank of Warren.
Sloan also designed the Weaver's
Department store building,
which sits next to the Trout
Building on East Main Street.
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Main Street

Continue across the parking lot to Blue Ridge Avenue.  Turn left
toward Main Street to return to the Train Station.
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Special BATTLE OF Front Royal
Walking Tour Supplement

The Battle of Front Royal Committee, along with its participant-
partner organizations (The Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of
Commerce, the Warren Heritage Society, the United Daughters of the
Confederacy, the Sons of Confederate Veterans, the Downtown
Business Association, and the Shenandoah Valley Civil War
Roundtable), would like to remind you that today’s Front Royal is a
dynamic and growing  community with something for virtually every
interest. The people who participated in developing these tour
materials also live and work here.  As you visit, dine, shop, or just
pass through, be sure and see what our community has to offer!

General Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson's Valley Campaign of 1862 is
world-famous, and Front Royal's part in it is a fascinating and enjoy-
able study itself.  

This supplement to the popular walking tour booklet issued by the
Front Royal Visitors Center is intended to provide a starting point for
your exploration of the rich Civil War heritage of Front Royal. Of
foremost interest was that fateful day in May 1862, when "Stonewall"
Jackson led his 13,000-man Confederate Army up the Page Valley,
routing Col. Kenly, commanding the federal garrison at Front Royal,
and completely surprising General Banks, headquartered to the west
in Strasburg.

Beginning the walking tour: The three battlefield diversions which
we’ve added to the tour should add less than 1 hour to your walking
time.

First Diversion:  Insert on Chester Street after #5, Garrison
House.  Time: 5 Minutes, Difficulty:  FLAT

As you go north on Chester Street, turn right at Laura Virginia Hale
Avenue, and walk to the railroad track.  Visible ahead, and slightly to
your left, with its distinctive columns and bright red roof is massive
and venerable Bel Air, already 75 years old at the time of the Battle
of Front Royal. From its balcony, Lucy and Laura Buck are said to
have watched the skirmishers in the streets across Happy Creek.
Robert E. Lee visited here in 1863.  Laura Virginia Hale, in her book
Four Valiant Years, tells of the incident in which General Lee, prepar-
ing to ride away after a visit, advised the girls "Don't let those hand-
some Yankee officers carry you off!" Bel Air is still home to the
LeHew family, one of Front Royal’s pioneer families.
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Turn around and retrace your steps to Chester Street, and turn right
to continue the walking tour.

Second Diversion:  Insert at Second Street and North Royal
Avenue, after 21A, Beaty House. Time: 20 Minutes.  Difficulty:
FLAT

Instead of turning around and walking east on Second Street, turn
north (right) onto North Royal Avenue.  This beautiful shady street
and its surroundings were largely farm land during the Civil War.
Winchester Pike, as Royal Avenue was then known, would have been
a dirt road leading to Winchester, 18 miles to the north.
Approximately 1 block north, at the corner of Chester Street and
Royal Avenue is a marker commemorating the Battle of Front Royal,
aptly titled BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER. After pausing to read
the inscription, continue north on Royal Avenue for approximately 5
blocks. It’s best to walk on the WEST (Left) side of the street, as
Royal Avenue is a busy thoroughfare. Just as you reach Commerce
Avenue, stop.

On your left, on a rise above the west side of the street is the lovely
and historical ROSE HILL, belonging to the Richardson family.
Imagine the peaceful front yard of this home filled with thousands of
Confederate soldiers. Most notable among them was Colonel
Chatham Roberdeau Wheat’s battalion of “Louisiana Tigers,” forming
up for an assault on the heights in front of you. To your right, across
the street, was an open meadow with a stone wall near the foot of the
hill, at its northernmost edge. The Confederate units took shelter for
a time behind the stone wall as the Federal Parrott guns raked the air
overhead. The center of the fighting would have been in that mead-
ow. For the first time, Confederate units could advance in order, rather
than fighting from house to house. Their objective was the Federal
gun emplacements at the crest of Richardson’s Hill, in front of you
and to the right. It’s not hard to imagine how the deafening cannon
fire from the Pennsylvania Artillery on the hill, along with Jackson’s
smoothbore and rifled cannon from behind, drove poor Widow
Richardson to the cellar while her daughter, Sue, helped feed
hundreds of soldiers.

Retrace your steps back to Second Street, carefully crossing North
Royal Avenue.  Reenter the walking tour at Chester Street.

Third Diversion:   Insert at the corner of Main St. and Royal Ave,
#25, Methodist Church.  Time: 20 Minutes.  Difficulty:  UPHILL



Battle of Front Royal

19

Walk south on South Royal Avenue to Stonewall Drive.  Turn west
(Right) and walk up Stonewall Drive to Prospect Hill Cemetery.  Go
through the gate and follow the cemetery road as it winds up the
hillside. Stop at the Soldiers Circle.  It was near this spot that
Stonewall Jackson first positioned his artillery prior to his main
assault on the federal garrison in town.  Unfortunately the smooth-
bore cannon did not have the range to hit the Federal
emplacement on Richardson's Hill, to the northeast; the first artillery
shells to fall on Front Royal were Confederate!  From this position,
Jackson surveyed the little town that lay below him and ordered his
artillery to another ridge further to the north where Randolph-Macon
Academy now stands.  From there, he was able to launch his artillery
within range.  

By the way, this spot is still a wonderful place from which to see Front
Royal!

Retrace your steps to the Courthouse, and rejoin the walking tour
there.

A word about further study of Front Royal and the Civil War: We rec-
ommend Brother against Brother, The Battle of Front Royal, May
23, 1862, as a valuable source. It is published by The Battle of Front
Royal Committee.

The Warren Heritage Society, the Warren Rifles Confederate
Museum, the Front Royal-Warren County Visitors Center, and the
Samuels Public Library are all great places to learn more.  We
welcome your efforts to get to know us. You’ll be glad you did!

Thanks!

The Battle of Front Royal Committee

© 2006, Front Royal-Warren County Visitor’s Center
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